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in a text-book certainly no more space than that allotted to the considera- 
tion of normal sleep. It would, perhaps, be over-sanguine (as I said at 
the outset) to suppose that the inevitable reaction is already setting in. 
But it is to be hoped that this exposi of the Charite" subjects will at least 
help in some measure to arrest the pendulum of public opinion, though it 
be not strong enough to give it an impetus in the contrary direction. 

E. B. T. 



Rousseau und die deutsche Geschichtsphilosophie. Ein Beitrag zur 
Geschichte des deutschen Idealismus von Richard Fester. Stuttgart, 
1890. — pp. 340. 

The author dedicates his work to Professor Windelband of Strassburg, to 
whom he acknowledges his indebtedness for the first incentives to undertake 
these studies. The purpose of the work, as declared in the preface, is " to 
investigate how far Rousseau has influenced the world-view of the German 
writers on the philosophy of history." This investigation has been carried 
out in a scholarly and thorough manner, and the result is a volume which 
will be read with interest and profit both by professional students of history 
and of philosophy, and also by that growing class of cultivated but non- 
professional readers who are interested in the development and history of 
human thought. It presents an important chapter in the evolution of the 
thought of the eighteenth century into that of the nineteenth. 

The term ' philosophy of history ' is here taken in its very broadest sense 
as a study of " all the questions concerning the historical development of 
the human race," including, e.g., the origin of society, nature of the state, 
influence of arts and science on morals, etc. In the first chapter a clear 
account is given of Rousseau's conception of history and theory of society 
and of the development which his views underwent as manifested in the 
differences between his earlier and his later works. In each of the succeed- 
ing chapters one or more of the most eminent German thinkers on the 
theory of history is taken up, their views of society given and compared 
with those of Rousseau, and all direct and indirect connections carefully 
traced and noted. This work has been performed so judiciously that the 
author has quite escaped the too frequent error of taking merely casual 
resemblances for evidence of causal relations. The quotations and refer- 
ences are numerous and greatly enhance the value of the book as a basis 
for further study. The list of chapter subjects will give a good idea of the 
scope of the work : Chap. II, "Rousseau and the German Aufkldrung — 
Herder"; III, "Kant"; IV, "Schiller"; V, "Fichte"; VI, "Schelling"; 
VII, "Friedrich Schlegel"; VIII, "Schopenhauer and Herbart"; IX, 
"Krause"; X, " Hegel and Schelling's Positive Philosophy " ; XI, "Wilhelm 
von Humbolt." The work closes with an appendix of twenty-two pages on 
" The Idea of Perpetual Peace in the 18th Century," and a chronological 
list of the chief sources. F. C. French. 



